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Grant  of  Application  for  a  Fuel  Waiver; 
Summary  of  Decision 

agency:  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA). 
action:  Notice. 

summary:  Pursuant  to  section  211(f)  of 
the  Clean  Air  Act  (Act),  the 
Administrator  is  conditionally  granting  a 
fuel  waiver  request,  involving  methanol 
and  gasoline  grade  tertiary  butyl 
alcohol,  submitted  by  the  Atlantic 
Richfield  Company. 

PUBLIC  docket:  Copies  of  information 
on  this  waiver  application  and  the 
Administrator’s  Decision  are  available 
for  inspection  in  public  docket  EN-81-10 
at  the  Central  Docket  Section  (A-130)  of 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency, 
Gallery  I — ^West  Tower,  401 M  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20460,  (202)  755- 
0245,  between  the  hours  of  8:00  a.m.  and 
4:00  p.m.  As  provided  in  40  CFR  Part  2,  a 
reasonable  fee  may  be  charged  for 
copying  services. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

James  W.  Caldwell  or  Robert  Gelman, 
Fuels  Section,  Field  Operations  and 
Support  Division  (EN-397),  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  401  M 
Street  SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20460 
(202)  382-2635. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  Section 
211(f)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  (Act),  42 
U.S.C.  7545(f)(1),  prohibits  Ae 


introduction  into  commerce  of  certain 
new  automotive  fuels  and  fuel  additives. 
Section  211(f)(4)  of  the  Act,  42  U.S.C. 

7545  provides  that  the  Administrator  of 
the  EPA,  upon  application  by  a  fuel  or 
fuel  additive  manufacturer,  may  waive 
tha  prohibitions  established  under 
section  211(f)  if  the  Administrator 
determines  that  the  applicant  has 
established  that  such  foel  or  fuel 
additive  will  not  cause  vehicles  to  fail 
emissions  standards.  Tlie  Atlantic 
Richfield  Company  (ARCO)  has 
submitted  such  an  application  for  a  fuel 
additive. 

For  reasons  specified  in  the  decision 
document,  I  have  decided  conditionally 
to  grant  the  waiver  request  by  ARCO  for 
the  use  in  unleaded  gasoline  of  an 
additive  consisting  of  methanol  in 
combination  with  gasoline  grade  tertiary 
butyl  alcohol  (GTBA),  such  that,  in  the 
finished  product,  the  ratio  of  methanol 
to  GTBA  by  volume  does  not  exceed 
one,  the  concentration  of  oxygen  does 
not  exceed  3.5  percent  by  weight,  the 
American  Society  for  Testing  and 
Materials  (ASTM)  fuel  volatility 
specifications  (ASTM  D-439)  for  the 
area  and  time  of  year  in  which  it  is 
marketed  are  met,  and  ARCO  takes  all 
reasonable  precautions  to  ensure  that 
the  finished  fuel  is  not  used  as  a  base 
gasoline  to  which  other  oxygenated 
additives  are  added.  The  waiver  is  being 
granted  based  on  the  determination  that 
the  additive,  when  used  as  specified 
above,  will  not  cause  or  contribute  to  a 
failure  of  any  1975  or  subsequent  model 
year  vehicle  or  engine  to  comply  with 


the  emission  standards  with  respect  to 
which  it  was  certified  under  section  206 
of  the  Act. 

Under  Executive  Order  12291  the 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget 
(0MB)  was  afforded  the  opportunity  to 
review  this  action.  0MB  declined  to 
review  this  decision. 

This  action  is  not  a  “rule”  as  defined 
in  the  Regulatory  Flexibility  Act,  5 
U.S.C.  601(2),  because  EPA  is  not 
required  to  undergo  “notice  and 
comment”  under  section  553(b)  of  the 
Administrative  Procedure  Act,  or  other 
law.  Therefore,  EPA  has  not  prepared  a 
supporting  regulatory  flexibility  analysis 
addressing  the  impact  of  this  action  on 
small  business  entities. 

This  is  a  final  Agency  action  of 
national  applicability.  Jurisdiction  to 
review  this  action  lies  exclusively  in  the 
U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  Circuit  Under  section 
307(b)(1)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  judicial 
review  of  this  action  is  available  only  by 
the  filing  of  a  petition  for  review  in  the 
U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  Circuit  on  or  before  January 
15, 1982.  Under  section  307(b)(2).  today’s 
action  may  not  be  challenged  later  in  a 
separate  judicial  proceeding  brought  by 
the  Agency  to  enforce  the  statutory 
prohibitions. 

Dated:  November  7, 1981. 

Anne  M.  Gorsuch, 

Administrator. 

[FR  Doc.  81-32941  Filed  11-13-81;  8:45  am) 
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